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The reader will recognize which of these alternatives corresponds
most closely to the intellectual preparation esteemed proper for
a twentieth-century economist.

Petty's educational interests ranged over a wide field. He
believed in teaching algebra as a branch of grammar. A delightful
letter in which he discusses what algebra is might well be repro-
duced in every elementary text-book without excluding the quaint
conclusion:

Archimedes had Algebra 1,900 years ago but concealed it-
Diophantus had it in great perfection 1,400 years since. Vieta,
DesCartes, Roberval, Harriot, Pell, Outread, van Schoten and
Dr. Wallis, have done much in this last age. It came out of Arabia
by the Moores into Spaine and from thence hither, and W[illiam]
P[etty] hath applyed it to other than purely mathematical! mat-
ters, viz. to policy by the name of Politicall Arithmitick, by reducing
many termes of matter to termes of number, weight, and measure,
in order to be handled Mathematically.

Part of his programme for educational reform anticipated
Bentham and C. K. Ogden. There is a project (No. 46, op. cit.)
for "The Dictionary of Sensible Words" setting forth "what
words have the same meaning, what words have many mean-
ings . . ." and "words which by having too many meanings
have none." Whereto he appends inter alia God, gentleman,
beauty, courage, martyr, and duty. We can well imagine the
following excerpt from a modernized edition: ECONOMIST (a)
American see AFFAIRS (man of), (b) English see METAPHYSICIAN
(British).

The Lansdowne Collection contains several fragments of a
prolegomena to social biology. Petty proposes a scala naturae and
discusses wherein man differs from and resembles other brutes
from a strictly behaviourist standpoint:

Man being the first or Topp of this Scale, the question is what
Animall shall bee next. ... In the Opinion of most men, the
Ape or rather the Drill (which is the largest and most manlike
species of Apes) should claim the 2d. place unto which we have